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Dear Members,  
Congratulations to all of our scholarship win-

ners. What an outstanding group of high 
school seniors! The club has been giving 
scholarships for 70 years and we are thankful 
to members and supporters who attend our 
functions and buy raffle tickets, making this 
possible. 

The year passed very quickly with many fun 
activities. Thank you to all the event chairs and 
especially to the executive board for your hard 
work, too.  

We are so happy and fortunate to have re-
ceived the state grant and support money from 
the CRA of Boynton Beach.  

I would like to thank the 
officers who are leaving the 
board: Barbara Erlichman, 
Maria Forastiero, Barbara 
Grimes and Chadda Shelly. 
We won't let them off the 
hook completely because 
they were so valuable to me 
and will still be helping out. 

We look forward to working with the new 
board members: Rosemarie Patrone and Mer-
cedes Selko and the new committee chairmen. 

 
see President  page 3 

 

Once again, the Boynton Woman’s Club has awarded scholarships to Boynton Beach 
high school seniors. This year’s recipients, flanked by chairmen Denise Chamberlain 
and Donna Artes are: Atia Khan, Julian Pollifrone, Jessica Dale, Bria Janae Holmes, and 
John Celestin. For more on the students, turn to page 4. 

From the President 

The Boynton Woman’s Club is continuing its 
tradition of awarding scholarships to high 
school seniors from local high schools.  This 
year’s 5 recipients are all residents of Boynton 
Beach and will attend a Florida college in the 
fall.  Applicants again exceeded the number of 
available scholarships, which made choosing 
the winners extremely difficult.  The students 
had to fulfill educational requirements, perform 
community service and participate in after-
school activities.   

 “Our final scholarship winners are just out-
standing,” said Boynton Woman’s Club Schol-
arship Committee co-chair, Donna Artes.  “It 
makes you proud of our education system.  
These high school students already have work-
force skills, and these scholarships will help 
them in reaching their goals.” Co-chair Denise 
Chamberlain added, “Education is so im-
portant, and being awarded a scholarship 
means a lot to most students.   

see Scholarships  page 5 

We have another new 
corporate sponsor! 

And guess how we got him. 
..see page 2 for the answer. 

Larry Back, 
Coldwell 
Banker 

The installation luncheon is set for 
Thursday, May 5 , 11:30. 

It will be a pot luck luncheon at the 
clubhouse.  

Our own Evelyn Weicker will offici-
ate to install the new officers. Please 

attend. Guests are welcome. 
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2015- 2016 Officers 
President ........... Dr. Michele Walter 
Presidents-Elect  ... Barbara Grimes 
 .................................... Mary Fallon 
Vice President ...... Maria Forastiero 
Rec. Sec’ys. ..... Barbara Erlichman 
 ................................ Chadda Shelly 
Corres. Sec’y. .......... Lillian Ostiguy 
Treasurer  .. JoAnne Kriesant-Weld 
Assistant Treasurer .... Pat Waldron 
Imm. Past Pres. ....... Dr. Kay Baker 
Parliamentarian  ...  Evelyn Weicker 

 
Membership meets twice 
monthly on Thursdays,  
October through May 

 
ACTIVE membership 

Annual dues $60* 
*New members add $25 fee 

application fee 
 

ASSOCIATE membership 
Corporate: $200 

 
FOCUS is published monthly 

October to May 
SUBSCRIPTION is $8 a year 

for printed publication, free 
online 

Editor: Maria Forastiero 
Co-editor: Mary Scheitler 

DEADLINE is 3rd Thursday of 
the month 

 
Submit articles to  

mforastiero@comcast.net 
or bring them to a function 

 
Contact Club: 561-369-2300 

Fax: 561-369-8745 
Club email: 

bwc1909@gmail.com 
 

 Check us out on the web:  
www. 

boyntonwomansclub.com 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
The Boynton Woman’s Club shall 
be organized and operated exclu-
sively for charitable and educa-
tional purposes and the preserva-
tion of our historic building within 
the meaning of Section 501(c)3 of 
the Internal Revenue code of 
1954, and shall otherwise comply 
with any requirements under such 
section. 
 

 

— Membership — 
 
Another corporate member 
Thanks to Jean Nolan, we have another corporate member. She felt so 

grateful to Larry Back for all he did with the recent purchase of her condo 
that she decided to gift him a membership to the club. (What a great idea!) 

His business card, along with our other corporate sponsors will be in every 
newsletter for the 2016-2017 fiscal year and it will also be on our “Sponsor” 
page on our website. Know any business you feel the same way about? 
Follow Jean’s lead. 

 
Dues are due by May 31 or sooner 
My tenure as membership chairman is done. Rosemarie Patrone was elected as First 

Vice President at the April 7 Annual Meeting. Please help her by getting your dues in 
before you go north or off on a vacation. She’ll have enough to do in her new role with-
out having to track people down. 

Just mail the check for $60 to BWC, P.O. Box 1135, Boynton Beach, Fl 33425. You 
don’t even have to put her name on it. She’ll get it, process it and be sure to include you 
in the yearbook in the fall. 

Thanks for helping me all these years and extending that help to her now. 
See you at a meeting in the fall. 

M  3 ........................ J  S  
M  4 ....................... N  C  
M  6 ....................... K  G  
M 10 ...................... J  R  
M  15 .................... J  M  
M  18 ..................... E  H  
M  21 ..................... B  O  
 

J  3 .................. M  S  
J  5 .............. M  F  
J  6 .........................A  D  
J  7 ................... B -J  L  
J  10 ........................ I  L  
J  17 ............... B  G  
J  20 ................. C  L  
J  24 .............. C  S  

– Birthdays –  

 T  J          . P    
  B  E   M  20. 

— Deadline —  

 Maria Forastiero, Focus editor for 
the past 11 years, is hanging up her 
hat. This issue will be the last with 
her at the helm and, as usual, it’s 
chock full of photos and news.  

The combination of her creative 
talent and technical skills has re-
sulted in an outstanding newsletter, 
nine times a year. Maria has spent 
countless hours putting everything 
together to publish a perfect news-
letter. And every issue has been a 
winner. 

 I’ll be taking over as editor start-
ing with the June issue. But please 
don’t expect anything on the scale 
of Maria’s ─ and I need help. Can 
someone assist me with layout and 
design? Any volunteers ready to 
proofread? (No computer neces-

sary – the 4 pages can just be put 
in the mail). And is there a member 
who can go to the printer to pick up 
the few copies for 
mailing? 

None of these jobs 
are too time-
consuming and I’d 
appreciate any help I 
can get. If you’re in-
terested, please call or email me at 
561-737-9381 or jay-
bar@ix.netcom.com.  

Deadline for June’s issue (my 
first) is MAY 20. So please get your 
articles in by then. 

And as Maria hangs up her hat, 
let’s tip ours and give her a loud 
cheer for a job well done. 

— Barbara Erlichman 

— From the new editor —  
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I have a request for the newer club members to join with a 
veteran to co-chair an activity or committee. Please email me 
EVEN if you filled out the form specifying your interests when 
you joined. BWC1909@gmail.com. 

We will have several concerts again this year and need your 
help. We scheduled Roberta DeMuro for Sunday, Jan. 22. 
Please contact me with suggestions for concerts.  

Would you like to have a holiday concert or is the Past Presi-
dents Tea enough?...although it doesn't make any money. 

The Program Committee of Mary Fallon, Barbara Grimes and 
me have prepared a schedule for next year with some fun activi-
ties including a visit to the West Palm Beach museum of History 
(and lunch, of course), tea on Worth Avenue and viewing holiday 
lights, a tour of Bonnet House in Ft. Lauderdale and lunch, of 
course. There are also plans to invite some interesting speakers 
and go to a matinee theatre performance. 

We plan to continue the fun, summer monthly luncheons at 
area restaurants also.  

For those members that I won't see this summer, return safely 
and in good health!  

— Michele Walter 

President …From page 1 
M  5, 2016 I  L  

 
B  E   M  G  

— Hospitality Assignments—  

– Annual meeting –  

— Raffle results—  
The raffle draws have now been completed. Several people 

won multiple times including our grand prize winner Darlene 
Ciarelelli. The last drawing, including the grand prize, was at 
the scholarship luncheon. 

Other winners include (using last names only): Riess, Piper, 
Pickford, Scharff, Weber, members of the Mack family, Lutman, 
Delgado, Walter, Neenan, Patrone, Henry, Howard, Hakala, 
Forastiero, Luongo, Bennett, Scharlette, Franke, Lundin, Kropp, 
Huth, Murray, Hofmeister, Rowe, Artes, Ostiguy, Clough, Kelly, 
Fallon, Bouchard,Bartow, Iadaresta,Kiernan, Watts, Scheitler, 
Selko, Nulf and Lee. 

Checks that are not picked up at final May luncheon or distrib-
uted by members to their friends and family will be mailed.   

I want to thank all of these winners and also every one of you 
who bought a ticket. If you take a look at the scholarship recipi-
ents in this issue, you’ll see the results of your raffle donations. 

 — Michele Walter 

Bylaw changes passed  
 

The Bylaw changes published in the last 
newsletter passed unanimously at the April 7 
business meeting. 

The changes will be published in the 2016-
2017 yearbook. 

— Evelyn Weicker, Parliamentarian 

 
2016-2018 Officers elected 

The following people were elected unanimously to be the 
officers for 2016-2018 : 

 
President .......................................................... Michele Walter  
First vice president ................................................ Mary Fallon  
Second Vice President .............................. Rosemarie Patrone  
Recording Secretary ....................................... Mercedes Selko  
Corresponding Secretary ................................... Lillian Ostiguy 
Treasurer .............................................. JoAnne Kriesant-Weld 
Assistant Treasurer .............................................. Pat Waldron 
 

The Parliamentarian is not an elected office. Evelyn Weicker 
will continue in that position. 
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  – Community caring –  
Another busy and successful year, 

amazing how fast they go!  
Thanks to all for your  support this year 

and  I wish everyone a happy, safe and 
healthy summer. I’m looking 
forward to seeing y'all in the Fall. 
                          — Terry Markey, chairman 

PROPOSED (THIS IS NOT FINAL) 
2016-2017 CALENDAR 

E    T      

E      9 . . 

B         

 10 . .    

L    11:30, T       

 
O  

O .13, 9 . .  .............................................................. E    
O . 13, 10 . . ........................................................................  B  M  
O . 27, 11:30 ............................................... L  M  - P  I  
 

N  
Nov. 3, 9 a.m.  .................................................................... Executive board meeting 
Nov. 3, 10 a.m. .............................................................................  Business meeting 
Nov. 10 TBD ....................................................................  Fashion Show? (off site)*  
Nov. 17,11:30  ..................................................................... Luncheon meeting 
 

D  
Dec. 1, 9 a.m.  .................................................................... Executive board meeting 
Dec. 1, 10 a.m.  ............................................................................  Business meeting 
Dec. 3, 3 p.m. Saturday........................................... Boynton Beach Holiday Parade 
Dec. 8, 2 p.m. ..........................................................................  Past President's Tea 
Dec. 15, TBD  ...................................................... Holiday Lights trip to Palm Beach* 

 
2017 

J  
Jan. 12, 9 a.m.  ................................................................. Executive board meeting  
Jan. 12, 10 a.m.  ..........................................................................  Business meeting 
Jan. 19, 11:30 a.m.  ................................................. Luncheon - Arts & Crafts Show 
Jan. 22, 3 p.m., Sunday .................................................. Concert - Roberta DeMuro 
Jan. 26, TBD ..................................................... Day Trip to W.P.B History Museum   
 

F  
Feb. 9, 9 a.m., ................................................................... Executive board meeting  
Feb. 9, 10 a.m. .............................................................................  Business Meeting 
Feb.16,11:30 ............................................................... Luncheon Meeting (program) 
Feb. 25, TBD, Saturday.................................................................................... Gala* 

 
M  

March 9, 9 a.m., ................................................................. Executive board meeting 
March 9, 10 a.m. ........................................................................... Business Meeting 
March 16, 2 p.m.  .......................................................................... Mad Hatter’s Tea  
March 23 (tentative date) .................................................................. Habitat Dinner* 
 

April 
April 6, 9 a.m. ..................................................................... Executive board meeting 
April 6, 10 a.m.  ............................................................................ Business Meeting  
April 20, 11:30 a.m.  ............................................................... Scholarship Luncheon 

 
MAY 

May 4, 9.a.m.  .................................................................... Executive board meeting 
May 4, 10 a.m. .............................................................................. Business Meeting 
May 11, TBD ............................................................ Day Trip on Lady Atlantic boat* 
 
Also, in the planning stage is a trip to Bonnet House on a Monday and two other in-
house musical concert programs: Chairmen and committees needed for all * (starred 
items).  

 
Note: TBD means time to be determined 
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Many Florida universities don’t give out academic scholar-
ships, which makes our program so important.  We were ex-
tremely impressed with these five students and are so pleased 
we can reward all their hard work with a scholarship.”   

This year’s scholarship recipients are: John Celestin, Jessica 
Dale, Bria Janae Holmes, Atia Khan and Julian Pollifrone.  

_____________________ 
 
Boynton Woman’s Club members met all five scholarship 

recipients at the club’s annual scholarship luncheon at the club-
house.  Over 40 members and guests attended the member-
provided pot luck lunch.  Boynton Woman’s Club President-
Elect, Barbara Grimes, thanked everyone for coming and add-
ed, “Our Scholarship Program is funded in part through dona-
tions to our scholarship raffle. When we hear how much our 
scholarships mean to these students, it makes all the work 
worthwhile.”  

As one recipient, Jessica Dale, said, “These scholarships are 
an investment in the future.” 

  In closing, Grimes said, “Thanks to everyone who 
participated and made these five scholarships possible.” 

Scholarships                                                                             . . . From page 1 

 
John Celestin attends Park 
Vista High School, and when 
he starts at Florida Interna-
tional University in Miami, he 
plans to major in biology and 
science with the goal of be-
coming an ophthalmologist.  
Already certified as a phlebot-
omy technician, John can 
work in a hospital or doctor’s 
office.  He is a member of the 
school’s Medical and Health 
Science program, the National 
Honor Society and President 
of the French National Honor 
Society.  His community ser-
vice includes beach cleanups 
and volunteering at Bethesda 

Hospital. 
_____________________ Bria Janae Holmes attends Boynton 

High School.  Bria will begin her stud-
ies at the University of Central Florida 
in July and will be majoring in educa-
tion. She is a CIT Counselor in Train-
ing and has participated in AVID and 
teen leadership classes.  An Honor 
Roll student throughout high 
school, Bria is part of Education Rocks 
program.  She has raised over $2,500 
for children in Ethiopia and Indonesia 
and sponsored Indonesian teenager, 
Ni Luh Suartini, to attend school this 
year.   

An entrepreneur, she created an on-
campus business venture in snack 
sales, giving her hands-on experience 
in inventory control, staff management 
and accounting. 

_____________________ 

 
Jessica Dale is a 
student at Santa-
luces High 
School and will 
be going to Flori-
da Atlantic Uni-
versity. Her ma-
jor will be educa-
tion and she 
aims to teach in 
either a middle 
school or high 
school.  Enrolled 
in an Early Child-
hood Education 
program at San-
taluces, she is 

already on the way to reaching her goal of be-
coming a teacher. Jessica is a member of the 
National Honor Society and is currently president 
of the Florida Future Educators of America Club.  
She has volunteered at the Royal Palm School’s 
facility for students with severe disabilities and is 
a counselor in training at Discovery Key Elemen-
tary School in Lake Worth.  As part of her work 
with the International Celebration Association, 
Jessica has started 6 libraries in the South Amer-
ican country of Guyana. 

_____________________ 

Julian Pollifrone goes to South Tech Academy.  As Number 1 out of 302 students, he is this 
year’s valedictorian.  He will be attending the University of Central Florida to major in writing 
and rhetoric. Julian loves to write and has written short stories and poetry and wants to be a 
screenwriter.  He is president of the Poetry Club and was president of the National Honor Soci-
ety in 2015. He is also a member of the Varsity Debate team and placed third in Florida’s Skills 
USA conference.  He is also involved with the Palm Beach County Student Showcase of Films, 
The Canon Solutions America Future Authors Project (which has published some of his poetry) 
and South Tech’s Digital Film & Broadcast Academy.   

____________________ 

Atia Khan attends Atlantic High School and 
will be going to the University of Florida in 
Gainesville.  She will be majoring in anthro-
pology and is already looking toward a PhD 
in comparative field work.  She plans to write 
a book on Bangladeshi culture, which is her 
background. She is the current president of 
the Literary Club, a member of the National 
Honor Society, French National Honor Socie-
ty, Rho Kappa History Honor Society and the 
Science Club.  She is also taking classes at 
Atlantic High offered through its IB World 
School and ranks at the top of her Class of 
2016.  

____________________ 
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The Mad Hatter's Tea was 
a fun event. Sixty-four 
women attended the tea. 
The hats were fantastic, 
the tables were lovely, 
and our guest speaker 
Judith Marks, pictured 
second from left,  from 
the Stuart Woman's Club 
gave us an enlightening 
talk about her 
hats. 

Judith donates much of her time to help 
women that are struggling through their 
chemo treatment.  The tea had a profit of 
$1280 for the house restoration fund and 
$142 for the scholarship fund. Others pic-
tured with Judith are also from that club. 
Above is the “Best Table” designed by 
them. Left are Mary Fallon, chairman and 
one of the members of the Stuart club. 
Prettiest Hat was won by Michele Walter 
and Funniest Hat by Tri McMahan 
(below) for all of her rabbits. Photos by 
JoAnne-Kreisant Weld and Pat Kropp. 

For more photos, checkout our website. 


